ATONEMENT FOR BLOOD

a rabia^ from another tribe into whose country he was going.
On arriving there the sacred law of protection was trans-
gressed and the traveller found himself wounded with a
bullet through the fleshy part of his thigh. A hauz heard
the case and decided that he who had furnished the rabia*
an innocent party but a member of the offending tribe,
must submit to the infliction of a wound similar to that
which the traveller had sustained. For this purpose a piece
of stick was brought and sharpened skewer-fashion. This
was thrust into the defendant's leg and a bullet was threaded
and drawn in its path. By local canons the plaintiff's
grievance was removed.

In Oman abuse of the rabia would be followed by war
between the two tribes unless the offended party agreed to
the ruling of the hauz, when he would receive from the
offenders, laum-al-wijh (blame of the face), which is usually
assessed at four hundred dollars. Murder, which in Arab
tribal societies is almost invariably settled by blood-money
varying between four hundred and a thousand dollars (or
the equivalent in kind) in these Qara mountains is assessed
prodigiously high, in theory something like five thousand
dollars, which may take a lifetime to pay off, but settlement
is usually complicated by a vendetta. The murdered man
may be poor, so that his close relatives will in any case be
impoverished, but collections are made from all members
of the tribe who, as a point of honour or from immemorial
custom, must bear the burden. A Shahari or a slave may
be murdered almost with impunity, for he is not a tribes-
man, that is, an equal, and has no clan to avenge him.

The tribes of the central south have a poor reputation as

1 A rabia is a representative of a tribe whose presence ensures protection
from that particular tribe.
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